
 
 

COVID-19 Vaccination Frequently Asked Questions 
Answers provided by CEO & President Dan McKee, Medical Director Dr. Amy Moeller  

and Infection Control Nurse Tina Hangey 

What are the COVID-91 vaccine side effect reactions? 

Short term side effect reactions include discomfort, fatigue, headache, muscle pain, chills and pain at 
the injection site. These last approximately 24 to 48 hours. Side effect reactions are a good sign your 
body is making antibodies against the virus. 

Will the COVID-19 vaccine by yearly or a single event? 

Most likely the COVID-19 vaccine will be given on a regular basis, especially if the virus would mutate. 

Are there any know interactions with other prescriptions? 

No. No interactions with prescription medications were seen in the COVID-19 vaccine trials. 

How will the COVID-19 vaccine affect people with other health concerns (cancer, disabilities, etc.) 

The efficacy was the same for trial participants, regardless of a patient’s comorbidities. 

How long is the COVID-19 vaccine effective? 

Vaccine protection usually begins one to two weeks after the second dose. Ongoing trials and research 
will be needed to know how long the vaccine will be effective. 

Which COVID-19 vaccine will we receive? 

We will be getting the Pfizer vaccine that was approved by the FDA. 

Are there concerns regarding temperature requirements for the COVID-19 vaccine? 

We believe the COVID-19 vaccine is unstable at room temperature and normal refrigeration for long 
periods of time so it must be stored at low temperatures. However, the vaccine can be kept in normal 
refrigeration for approximately five days, and we will be using a distribution company for the vaccine. 

Do I need a COVID-19 test prior to vaccination? 

No. Testing status has no impact on receiving the vaccine 

What is the timing for the second dose of the COVID-19 vaccination? 

In the trials, the second dose was ideally given at day 21 after the first dose. Getting the second dose 
after day 21 may affect efficacy of the vaccine. 

What are additional benefits of the COVID-19 vaccine. Will I still have to wear a mask? 

Yes, you will still have to wear a mask until a large number of people have received the vaccine, to 
decrease transmission. The vaccine will only protect yourself; it will not protect others who have not 
been vaccinated. 

I have already had COVID-19. Do I still need the vaccine? 

Yes. It is safe to get the vaccine if you have already had the virus. In fact, it is recommended since the 
vaccine could give you longer and better protection against the disease. 



Will the vaccine be mandatory? 

No. 

Why should I get the COVID-19 vaccine? 

Stopping a pandemic requires using all the tools available. Vaccines work with your immune system so 
your body will be ready to fight the virus if you are exposed. Other steps, like mask-wearing and social 
distancing, help reduce your chance of being exposed to the virus or spreading it to others. Together, 
COVID-19 vaccination and following the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's (CDC's) 
recommendations to protect yourself and others will offer the best protection from COVID-19 

How many COVID-19 vaccine trial participants were there? 

Over 43,000 participants were enrolled, and no serious safety concerns were observed. 

I work in dining services but am under 18. Will I still get the vaccine? 

No. At this time, the COVID-19 vaccine is recommended for people over the age of 18. 

If I need time off for a side effect reaction to the COVID-19 vaccine, will I have to take PTO? 

Staff will be allowed to use their extended sick bank for time off due to side effect reactions to the 
COVID-19 vaccine. 

Should managers anticipate staff needing to miss work due to the side effect reactions to the COVID-19 
vaccine? 

According to the clinical trials, side effect reactions are seen to be stronger following the second dose. 
Our vaccine provider will be on campuses more than one day so will we stagger staff getting the vaccine. 

How is it determined who will get the COVID-19 vaccine with our facilities? 

We submitted all employees for our vaccine allotment. For distribution, direct care givers will be first in 
line, by level of care: skilled nursing first, followed by personal care then additional staff. 

Will the vaccine be offered to all staff? 

Yes. First to direct care staff but then to the rest of the staff. 

Additional side effect reaction information 

Side effects reactions are normal for a vaccine. It means your body is building up antibodies to the 
disease. If you do not feel well after a vaccine, it means your body is working and doing what it is 
supposed to do. 

The COVID-19 vaccine does not contain a live virus. 

We know from previous vaccine trials that most of the side effect reactions were seen in the first two or 
three months following the vaccine. 

What if I have additional questions? 

Please contact your direct supervisor or Human Resources for all additional questions. 

 


